Critically Appraised Topic Evaluation Sheet

Title (max score 3)

	Declarative/definitive AND  Specifically answers the clinical question 
	3 points

	Declarative/definitive  OR Specifically answers clinical question
	2 points

	Non-declarative and does not specifically answer clinical question
	1 point


Clinical bottom line (max score 3)

	Concise, plain language AND states how used in clinical decision making
	3 points

	Concise, plain language OR states how used in clinical decision making
	2 points

	Not concise, plain language AND doesn’t state how used in clinical decision making
	1 point


Focused clinical question (max score 4)

	
	Population
	Intervention
	Comparison
	Outcome

	Excellent 

4 points
	Multiple relevant descriptors
	Includes specific intervention of interest
	Identifies specific alternatives of interest
	Outcome that is objective and meaningful to patient

	Strong

3 points
	One appropriate descriptor
	Mentions type of intervention
	Mentions a specific  comparison group
	Non-specific outcome

	Limited

2 points
	A single general descriptor unlike to contribute to search
	Mentions intervention, but unlikely to contribute to search
	Mentions comparison, but unlikely to contribute to search
	Reference to outcome, but general and unlikely to contribute to search

	Not evident

0 points
	None of the above
	None of the above
	None of the above
	None of the above


Citation (max score 4)

	Article cited
	1 point

	Study description includes study design
	1 point

	Study description includes patient population
	1 point

	Study description includes setting
	1 point


Study Features (max score 3)

	Validity criteria evaluated
	All important validity criteria 
	Most validity criteria 
	Some validity criteria
	None

	
	3 points
	2 points
	1 point
	0 points


Study evidence and outcomes (max score 4)

	Study results reported are appropriate for the study design of article reviewed
	1 point

	Results describe statistical AND clinically relevant findings                        2 points

Results describe statistical OR clinically relevant findings                          1 point

Results do not describe statistical AND no clinically relevant findings        0 points

	Confidence intervals are reviewed
	1 point


Applicability and Comments (max score 5)

	Applicability criteria evaluated
	All important applicability criteria
	Most important applicability criteria
	Some important applicability criteria
	None

	
	3 points
	2 points
	1 point
	0 points

	Comments addressing cost and/or adverse reactions/outcomes
	1 point

	Comments discussing access and/or acceptability 
	1 point


Max Score = 26

	Total Score
	


