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Chair’s Corner: A Year Flew By! 
 

It’s hard to believe that I 
have completed my first year 
as Chair. It has been an honor 
and a privilege to serve you, 
the Wright State University 
Boonshoft School of Medi-
cine, Dayton Children’s Hos-
pital, and the children and 
families of our community. 
While many exciting  changes 
are underway, it has been 
heartening to be welcomed 
by old friends , while also 
making many  new friends! 

I am excited about what the 
future holds for the Depart-
ment of Pediatrics and for 
Dayton Children’s Hospital. 
While the opening  of the 
South Campus in Springboro 
and the impending opening 
of the new patient tower are 
truly transformational invest-
ments by our hospital and 
our community, I am equally 
excited about the invest-
ments that we are making in 
people and programs. 

We have a new strategic plan 
for research and are making 
significant progress toward 
reaching its goals. We have 
positions posted for two ad-
ditional research  coordina-
tors who when hired will be 
available to support research  
activities across our hospital. 

We are working on a long 
term plan for investing in 
research that will grow our 
reputation, and enhance 
physician recruitment and 
retention.  

We have recruited Heather 
Dyer to lead the transfor-
mation of our hospital 
medicine service. We have 
expanded attending cover-
age into the evenings, lead-
ing to safer, higher quality 
care, as well enhanced 
resident and medical stu-
dent education.  

We have expanded our 
Gastroenterology service 
to include 8 outstanding 
physicians. Sandra Wright 
is leading development of a 
comprehensive motility 
program. Shehzaz Saeed 
brings leadership in IBD 
and will have a major role 
in Dayton Children’s Health 
Partners, our new clinically 
integrated network. Shel-
ley Rustagi brings a special 
interest in eosinophilic 
esophagitis and Katie Wil-
liams returns to Dayton 
after here fellowship at 
“that school up north.” 

Sandra Hassink, director of 
the AAP Institute for Child-

hood Healthy Weight spent 3 
days with us in September, 
inspiring us to explore oppor-
tunities to broaden our ap-
proach  to prevention and 
care of childhood obesity. Jim 
Ebert, Smita Mehta, Maninder 
Kalra, Sean Barnett, Rachel 
Riddiford, Jessica Saunders, 
and Tara Williams made sig-
nificant contributions to the 
success of the visit. A number 
of our residents and students 
shared that Dr. Hassink’s in-
teractions with them were 
inspiring. Nearly 30 faculty 
from WSU attended the Re-
search  Roundtable, many of 
whom had not been in the 
same room together before. 
New opportunities for collab-
oration were identified. 

The future is bright for pediat-
rics in our region. At the same 
time, we will be challenged to 
identify strategies to  address 
the social determinants of 
health, develop a comprehen-
sive approach to addressing 
the mental health needs of 
the children and families we 
serve, and expand our com-
mitment to offering high qual-
ity, cost-effective care for the 
children of our region. 

I look forward to working with 
you to achieve these goals! 
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U.S. Presidential Candidates Respond to Child Health Issues 
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In September, the Pediatric 

Policy Council (PPC)—a col-

laboration of the Academic 

Pediatric Association, the 

American Pediatric Society, 

the Association of Medical 

School Pediatric Department 

Chairs, and the Society for 

Pediatric Research dedicated 

to promoting public policies 

to advance child health and 

well-being—developed four gen-

eral questions related to child 

health to be sent to the campaigns 

of the two major party candidates 

for President of the United States, 

Donald J. Trump and Hillary 

Clinton, with the goal of better 

understanding where both candi-

dates stand for children.  

Their responses are included here 

for your consideration. 

.  
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Authorized Users: Currently, phy-
sicians and our allied health 
providers (PA’s and NP’s) are 
authorized and encouraged to 
use Dragon. As the system is 
established and support is in 
place, the user group will be 
expanded to include residents 
and ancillary providers such as 
child life, chaplain, PT, OT, and 
dieticians.  

Become a User: If you are a cur-
rent authorized user as stated 
above (physician, PA, or NP), 
you must attend the Dayton 
Children’s approved Dragon 
training before access is given. 
Several classes are available 
for your convenience. Sign-up 
via HLC. Login to your HLC 
account, search for Dragon, 
and follow the prompts to 
choose your class. 

Dayton Children’s is pleased to an-
nounce the roll out of Dragon Medi-
cal Network Edition voice-to-text 
software to assist providers in be-
coming more efficient with their 
documentation workflows. To assist 
authorized users in getting started 
with Dragon, below is a summary 
and frequently asked questions. 

Benefits: The Medical Network Edi-
tion contains the newest, fastest, 
and most accurate Dragon Medical 
speech recognizer ever and includes 
medical vocabularies covering more 
than 90 specialties and subspecial-
ties. It supports custom vocabularies 
and delivers continuous learning and 
profile adaptation. It is integrated 
closely with Epic® to ensure that 
providers can speak, edit, and voice-
navigate within the text box. Users 
speak directly into a specific micro-
phone (PowerMic II) that is integrat-
ed with the system and Epic. 

Support. After training, func-
tional and technical support 
should be directed to the 
Information Services Solu-
tion Center at x5293.  

You’ll find  

answers to 

Frequently  

Asked  

Questions  

on p. 6.  

Dayton Children’s Introduces Dragon Medical - Network Edition 

cle from recently published arti-
cles.  For each article, write a case 
study, a commentary (with refer-
ences), prepare the 5-part question, 
and write an accompanying “Pearl”.   

 Submit to the Editor, and then fol-
low the module through the editing 
and publication process, and re-
spond as appropriate to user feed-
back.   

Provide Administrative Oversight for 
various aspects of QOW when the 
Editor is unable to do so 

Monitor topics and materials used 
for each QOW, schedule releases, 
check the functions of the week’s 
QOW upon its release, monitor and 
respond to comments. 

Work with the Editor to maintain a 

minimum inventory of 4-6 month re-
serve of QOWs . 

If you are interested, contact Dr. Virgin-
ia Moyer directly at :                            
vmoyer@abpeds.org 

The American Board of Pediatrics 
(ABP) Question of the Week Part 2 
activity has been extremely success-
ful:  over 15,000 pediatricians have 
launched the activity, and thousands 
participate each week; users tell us 
it’s both a great learning opportunity 
and fun to do.  At this time, the ABP 
is seeking to contract with 2 new 
Associate Editors.  Each will create 6 
QOW modules each year and share 
the job of assisting with day to day 
management of the activity.  A brief 
job description is below.   

Responsibilities of the QOW Associ-
ate Editor: 

 Develop 6 QOW modules each 
year 

 Select an appropriate arti-

American Board of Pediatrics Seeks Associate Editors  

For Question of the Week 

mailto:vmoyer@abpeds.org
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What is Dragon? Dragon Medical Network Edition is a voice-to-text software to assist providers in becoming more 
efficient with their documentation workflows. The software contains an accurate speech recognizer and includes 
medical vocabularies covering more than 90 specialties and subspecialties. It supports custom vocabularies and is 
integrated closely with Epic®. Users speak directly into a specific microphone (a PowerMic II) that is integrated 
with the system. 

Who can use Dragon? Currently, physicians and our allied health providers (PA’s and NP’s) are authorized and en-
couraged to use Dragon. As the system is established and support is in place, the user group will be expanded to 
include residents and ancillary providers such as child life, chaplain, PT, OT, and dieticians. User expansion will be 
communicated. 

What do I need to do to become a user of Dragon? If you are an attending physician, PA or NP, then sign up for train-
ing via HLC. 

How do I sign up for Dragon training? Sign-up for training via HLC. There are several classes to choose from. Login into 
your HLC account and search for “Dragon” and follow the prompts to choose a class. 

What if I can’t make one of the training session, can I still have Dragon access? Completion of the approved Dayton 
Children’s training is required before you will be given access. Several training dates are provided to accommodate 
a range of schedules.  

I have used Dragon with another practice or hospital, do I still need to attend training? Yes. All users of Dragon Medi-
cal Network Edition must go through the approved Dayton Children’s Hospital training regardless of previous use 
with another institution. This is not an off-the-shelf solution. It is a medical network edition and clinician profiles 
are saved to the network allowing use on any Dragon Medical Network Edition enabled workstation. You will be 
assigned a license upon completion of training. 

What workstations will have Dragon? Several non-Wyse workstations will have Dragon installed. Due to the current 
limited number of microphones available, only designated workstations will have a microphone attached. These 
will be identified with a Dragon sticker. At the current time Dragon use on Wyse terminals is not supported. This is 
something we are looking into. 

How do I obtain a PowerMic to use with Dragon? In general, PowerMics will be distributed upon completion of train-
ing based on unit requirements. Some units will primarily use workstations on the unit floor and therefore do not 
require microphones distributed on an individual basis.  

Can I use Dragon Medical Edition at home or remote? Remote use is not supported at this time. There could be is-
sues with home connection bandwidth, the network edition software works best on Dayton Children’s enabled 
machines, must be able to connect to Epic, and if disconnected, the file could become corrupt and dictation could 
be lost. We will continue to look into this possibility. 

Can Dragon be used on Wyse terminals? Use on a Wyse terminal is not supported at this time. This is something we 
are looking into. 

Where will training take place? Dragon training will be conducted in a classroom setting at LaForsch (436 building). 
Class room location will be published in HLC. 

There isn’t a secure place to do dictation in my department – workstations are near patients and public areas – what 
would we recommend for this?  If there isn’t a private area, then you may not be able to use Dragon in that par-
ticular location. You may want to discuss this internally within your department. 

Dragon FAQ’s 
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Katie Williams, DO 

Gastroenterology 

 

Welcome Our New Faculty! 

Shelley Rustagi, MD 

Gastroenterology 

David Morris, MD 

Allergy/Immunology 

Heather Dyer, DO 

Hospital Medicine 

Shehzaz Saeed, MD 

Gastroenterology 

Kristen Spisak, MD 

Anesthesiology 

Melissa Mehabee, MD 

Critical Care Medicine 

Jasa Talarico, MD 

General Pediatrics 

Paige Triplett, DO 

Hospital  Medicine 
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Congrats to Taggart and  
Distinguished Service Award Winners! 

Taggart Award Winner:  Dan Lacey, MD, Ph.D 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Alan D. Shafer, MD, Distinguished Service Award Winners 

 

Paul Breyer, MD 

Douglas Prince, MD 

Robert Myers, DO 


